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collective nature. It is assumed that they possess validity
and applicability for at least a majority of individuals.
Besides this, it is also assumed that they are effective instru-
ments in the hands of al those who have learned their manipu-
lation. We can take for granted in this form of education,
that it will not produce anything more than, nor anything
different from what lay in its premises, that is to say,
individuals who are submitted to it will be moulded according
to general rules, principles, and methods.
In so far as the individual peculiarity of the pupil responds
to the collective nature of the educative influences, there
naturally develops a character which appears similar to that
of another individual, who, though originally quite different,
has nevertheless shown the same amenability. If there is
a large number of individuals who possess this degree of
conformability, a uniformity develops corresponding to the
method applied. The larger the number of individuals
similarly, or identically trained, the greater is the unconscious
pressure of example exerted on those individuals who rightly
or wrongly, have offered successful resistance to the collective
method. Since the example of the crowd exerts a com-
pelling influence through unconscious psychic contagion,
it can lead, if continued long enough, either to an overwhelming
and crushing effect, or at least to a suppression of those
individuals who have no more than a normal share of
' individual strength of character. If the quality of this
education is sound, we may naturally expect good results
icLso far as the collective adaptation of the pupil is concerned.
Yet, on the other hand, a collective formulation of character
based on too lofty an ideal, may have disastrous consequences
for the unique personality of the individual. Certainly the
effective education of an individual to the end that he may
become a good citizen and a useful member of society is a
highly desirable goal. But as soon as a certain maximum
of uniformity is overstepped, that is^ as soon as certain
collective values are formed at the expense of specific

